 Aquarius- Once your month- 
ly financial burdens are paid 


‘ Technicals off, allow yourself to make 
geeseeeee o © eWritings big purchases on frivolous 
Leon Wolffe 


things this week, but be sure 
to keep the receipts. 


Pisces- It might take a 
longview to solve a problem 
this week. Ask for help from 
someone unaffiliated and 
you'll get honest, construc- 
tive advice. 


\ 


Advice eeeeeeeeeeeeee 
Horoscopes 
Lyra Foxx 


q 


Aries- Relax and recharge 


Puzzles your batteries during the last 
| Delivery tantrum of winter. Spring is 
eceoececceccece &@ efd Sales coming and you'd do well 
. David Otter to hit the green ground run- 


ning. 

Taurus- You're going to meet 
some interesting people this 
week, and an uncharacteris- 
tically rash decision will yield 
\ tremendous results. 


Gemini- Act with decisive as- 
sertion this week to get the 
most from your actions. Ig- 
nore a desire to go with the 
flow; it will do you. no favors. 


Cancer- Trying something 
new or walking a different 
path this week will yield in- 
teresting results. Be open to 
altering your routine and see 
what happens. 


Leo- An urge to be serious 
may subvert your inherent 
playfulness.this week, and 
losing this dynamic will close 
off a potentially rewarding 
option. Stay whimsical. 


Virgo- You have a more sig- 
nificant sway over others 
than usual this week, and 
can effect long-lasting influ- 
ence for either good or evil. 
Be mindful of your power. 


eee eee ee ee Re He ee a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a eee 


Libra- Relegate your uncer- * 
tainties to the realm of faith 
this week. Take a big trust fall 
and strong arms. will, catch 
you. They might even be 
your own arms. 


Scorpio- Start a new routine 
slowly. If you pour yourself in 
too quickly you'll burn out. 
Take measured steps and 
you'll get farther than if you 
sprint. 


Sagittarius- Give in to a 
trend you've been resisting. 
There's a reason everyone is 
doing it. Things are likely to 
improve dramatically in your 
domestic arena this week. 


Capricorn- A little kindness 
will go a long way this week. 
A small, token act of love will 
solidify a friendship that has 
been lingering on the cusp of 
acquaintance. 


TF" 


CONTEST - 
Who wants to finish 
this comic strip about 
Lyra walking down the 
street? It looks like that 
guy is saying something 


pe : eeoecee Delivery 
Moral Support 
Wendy Otter 


and she’s scowling. Sub- 
mit something by the 
end of the day this Sun- 


Pa day and we'll print the 
Se ‘ best one. You can add 
° text and up to 5 panels. 


Ask Lyra Foxx 


Lyra, 


Lately I’ve been getting back into yoga. | 
take classes with several different instruc- 
tors, and all of them do this thing that re- 
ally bothers me- partway through class, 
they will suddenly spring a partner activ- 
* ity where I’m supposed to find a stranger 
to spot me on an inversion or hold my 
sweaty, hairy leg, or my sweaty BUTT while 
| do some thing... | hate it. | find it jarring. 
It pulls me right out of paying attention 
to my breathing, and | don’t want to be 
touched by a stranger or touch them. No 
one is creepy or weird, and | really like 
the instructors otherwise, but | really, re- 
ally don’t want to do partner yoga unless 
| know ahead of time that that’s what it’s 
going to be. What can | do or say to get out 
of partner activities?? 
-Downward Facing Doge 


Hello Doge, 


| understand where you're coming from. | 
happen to be a hairy, prolific sweater my- 
self, and am often self conscious to the 
point of distraction when, during a physi- 


cal activity or workout, | hafta subject an- 
other human to my moisture. The thing 
about yoga is, though there are many pos- 
es, it works like a color wheel, and there are 
a relatively small number of “primary color” 
poses. Advanced poses are almost always 
built upon primary poses, so if there is a 
particular pose that your instructor feels 
would be better expressed with a partner, 
chances are there is a simplified version of 
the pose that does not require a partner. 
Granted this is not always the case—there 
are poses that do require a partner, but the 
fundamental idea may still be expressed 
in a simplified way a la solo. So, take your 
instructor(s) aside either before or after 
class, and request that they offer a varia- 
tion of the partner poses that can be ex- 
pressed alone. Instructors often offer sim- 
plified versions of complicated poses, so 
this shouldn't be too much of a wrench for 
them. If they are unwilling to oblige you or 
if they feel certain poses definitely require 
a partner, you can always child pose for a 
few minutes. 
Namaste, 
Lyra 
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free 


Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


lash Fiction 3rd place/honorable men- 
tion. The following story exceeds the 
rules for word limit, but we liked it a lot so 
we gave it 3rd place. Trigger Warning: men- 
tions of suicide and pill abuse. We checked 
in with the author and it is purely an act of 
fiction. Enjoy: 
Roe Writing - By Frank. I’m writ- 
ing a short flash fiction for the Secret 
Admirer. It’s the last thing that I’m going 
to do. Well, actually the last thing I’m go- 
ing to do is send it to the Secret Admirer 
for consideration in their story contest. It’s 
the last thing that I’m going to do because 
I'm dieting. | tried to write dying there but 
| spelled it wrong and my computer auto- 
corrected it to dieting. I’m not dieting. | just 
ingested a lethal quantity of a combination 
of Adderall and Lorazapam. | don’t know if 
that's how you spell those drug names but 
I'm running out of time and | want to finish 
this story. The story is about the last things 
that happen before you die. This is what 
happens: All of the ideas you've ever had 
crowd around you like you're a camp fire 
and they're freezing. They crowd around 
you and nudge you nervously. They're ner- 
vous because they don’t know what will 
happen to them when you are gone. They 
don't know if they exist independently of 
you and fear that they might die as well. Sol 
ask myself this: are my ideas mine? Is think- 
ing an act of creation or of simply turning 
the telescope of consciousness inward, to 
the dark, unsensable river of things com- 
mon to all humans? Shit, this is clunky. No 
time to edit. The world is getting dark and 
jittery. The edges fray. Nothing matters to 
me anymore except the thoughts | have. 
| want them to survive. Please take them. 
Give them homes. There's the one that’s a 
song | hear in wooden rooms and attics. 
It's played on an old, upright piano. It's full 
of dust motes. Then there’s the window 
| see every time | go home to my parents 
house, up the hill, rimmed with red christ- 
mas lights. | was sure I’d forget that one. 
Every time i see it, | feel like | almost forgot 
it. There’s the one that’s a file;d in ancient 
Japan. | feel; a wind and then a flute sprayts 
is notes and it is gone. Then thytys the one 
of my mothers dace. Hre face and she is 
singing and it a lullaby, and behind her is a 
night sky and there is no pollute light col- 
or noise. It’s old. It’s as old as humans. It’s 
older tham ne. It will survive. l;m sure They 
are so much bigger than me. iamsmalland 
soongone goodbye .I was so lucky 
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pecs for Aging Children - 


young boy stood 

in a_ yellowing 
wood, his hands 
outstretched, his fin- 
~ gers wide, his bright 
eyes cast up among 
golden aspens. He 
rocked back and forth, ever ready to catch 
the most resplendently golden leaf and 
make a wish, for a wish made upon catch- 
ing a golden leaf will surely come true, 
he thought. So he rocked back and forth, 
and paced, and smiled, anticipating. He 
wrote and rewrote his wish, ever grander 
and more specific, and the leaves fell. They 
wheeled around him in golden pirouettes, 
rustling to the ground by his feet, piling 
higher and higher, until the trees were 
naked and it began to snow. It’s okay, he 
thought, autumn will come again. So he 
waited, and the snow fell ever deeper, and 
he rocked and paced and shivered, until 
spring, when the snow melted and new 
leaves grew from naked shoots. And he 
rewrote his wish, ever more specific, and 
watched the leaves turn green, rustle in 
languid summer winds, and edge towards 
yellow once again. He paced, and smiled, 
and planned, and it was autumn. And the 
leaves fell all around him, until the trees 
were naked and the snow came again. It’s 
okay, he thought, it will be autumn again. 
And so it continued, year after year, and 
his wish became ever more correct, until 
he himself crept towards his own autumn, 
and his hair turned silver, and his back 
stooped, and his fingers curled to hooks, 
never having grasped a golden leaf. The 
autumn came that he knew would be his 
last autumn, and he shuffled beneath the 
trees, his rheumy eyes cast upward, and 
he refined his wish a final time. The world 
grew gray and distant, colors running to- 
gether, when the most beautiful leaf he’d 
ever seen after a life of watching leaves 
spiraled from its branch to land in his with- 
ered hand. He closed his bones around the 
soft gold and uttered his wish to the wind 
before slumping over to die with a smile 
on his thin lips, and to decompose and 
become dirt to feed the trees and fuel to 
make new leaves. And no one was there to 
hear it. 
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1- Circle of living situations 


WePAC 


West Philadelphia Alliance for Children 
Hey Word Nerds! Inspire the next generation of young 
readers in West Philly by volunteering in an elementary 
school library! 


Moving around the circle, remove one 
letter from each pair to form 2 synonyms- 
-one with the removed letters and one 
with the remaining letters. Hint: They are 
in the correct order, but start in different 
circles. 


The West Philadelphia Alliance for Children (WePAC) 
is looking for dedicated folks who are excited to work 
on all aspects of library programming, including read 
alouds, literacy activities, and helping children select 
and check out books. The most important thing is that 
the volunteers are flexible, have a can-do attitude, and 
are excited about providing access to books for children 
in West Philadelphia. WePAC also has volunteer oppor- 
tunities for classroom tutoring and after-school news- 
paper clubs. 


Call us at 267-443-3224 or visit 
wepac.org/get-involved for more info. 


puzzle work space 


WTF Pit’sé Wacky é Facts! 
e- From 1912-1948, 
painting was an Olympic sport. A 
Lightning strikes the Earth about 


100 times/second, or 8.6 million 
times/day. A A single bolt of light- 


ning contains enough energy to 
toast 100,000 slices of bread. A 
West Side Story was originally titled 
East Side Story. A If all of the salt in 
the sea were removed and spread 
evenly over the land, it would be 


In bed 


easy 
difficult 


enn) 


Want to see your favorite animal pal in the 
Secret Admirer? Send us a photo with a cap- 
tion or name and we'll print it! Also. If you're 
looking for a home for a stray or homeless 


_ Overheard m Phila 


JFK&18 

guy 1-1 didn’t know him from Adam. 

guy 2- You couldn't tell him apart from an 
ancient naked guy with a rib scar and 
a leaf in front of his junk? 

guy 1- You know what | mean. 

guy 2- So he was naked? 


2- Homophones and antonyms n’ stuff 


Name a pair of antonyms that rhyme with 
black and white respectively. 


3- Don’t miss the forest for the trees 


Can you guess the word implied by the 
clues below? 


the bottom of the heap 
the end of the line 
the first of all 
the center of an artichoke 
the beginning of the end 


4- Scrabble master 
Find a seven-letter word that can mean 


either division of a book or a religious 
meeting. 


(AINISIWIE! 
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500 feet thick. A In 1883, the vol- 
cano Krakatoa erupted, creating the 
loudest sound in recorded history. 
It was heard over 3,000 miles away 
and vividly altered the color of the 
atmosphere worldwide for years. 
A Summer on Neptune lasts for 40 
years, and the average temperature 
is negative 330° F. A St. Vitus is the 
patron saint of oversleeping. A In 
2010, the Catholic Church declared 
an income of $97 billion. A 


guy- (sleeptalking in bed) New Jersey, full 
service gas pumps. Like the snooze 
button, they can be useful. 


Pizza Brain, Frankford&Dauphin 
gal- I'm never watching Adventure Time before 
bed again. 
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across 


1. Thin pancake 


6. Where Hank Hill’s neighbor Khan is from 


10. Trap 

14. Blue, gliding, wading bird 
15. Aquatic plant 

16. Hot kitchen box 

17. The legend on a map 

18. Traded for money 


19. What gives you subjective awareness? 


20. Where tee shirts come from 

22. Whittle 

23. Author of the Little red Book 

24. Fixed an asymmetry 

26. Close 

30. Mongoose-like carnivore 

32. Ceramic jar 

33. A city in Tunisia 

35. Spooky 

39. A spot 

41. Beer 

42. Ignores 

43.Work stand 

44. Egg basket 

46. Mandible 

47. Hemlock spruce 

49. Strongly opposed 

51. Disfigured 

54. An expert 

55. Govt agency that monitors 
worker's safety 

56. Guillotine verb 

63. Relating to the ear 

64. Always 

65. Something penguins rarely see 

66. The germiest part of your kitchen 

67.To travel by cycle 

68. Chieftain 

69. aka Cupid 

70. Snow day activity 

71. Sows 
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1. Stylish 
2. The biggest little city in the world 
3. Formerly 
4. Type of word artist 
5. Encase beneath the ground 
6. Wonder Woman's weapon 
7. Burn relief 
8. Flirty sex gazing 
9. To lower the mood 
10. Proficiency 
11. Pertaining to birds 
12. Type of literature 
13. Finished 
21. All the horses at the meeting 
voted with ___ 
25. A double-u is made of two of these 
26. The only word Gumby’s dog can say 
27. The title of an Ella Fitzgerald album 
28. O lost! 
29. Where Nascar happens 
30. Helmet shaped 
31. Scott Pilgrim fought 7 of these 
34. Vampire's siphon 
36. A tributary of the Rhine River 
37. Egyptian god Thoth has the 
head of an 
38. Anglo-Saxon slave 
40. Otherwise 
45. What to put beneath tent if 
it looks like rain 
48. Cow nipples 
50. What we use to talk 
51. Bullwinkle 
52. Agitated state 
53. Natural firefighter 
54. Cut down 
57. Possible D&D alignment 
58. Yield 
59. Large book 
. Downwind 
. Poked with little piggy 
. Makes a mistake 


animal, send in the details and your contact 
info and we'll get the word out for free. 


Thanks for reading! 


PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
or text 603 203 4766 


1- What color is Mona Lisa's here? 
2- What are you losing while you lacrimate? 
3- Who hosted The Daily Show before Jon Stewart? 
4- Name the first president born in the twentieth century. 
5- Where was Ben Franklin born? 
ANSWERS ON BACK 


Out and about in 
Center City. Pick 
us up by the EL 
stop at the south 
east corner of 
13, and market. 


Excelsior! 
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“You better 


believe our coffee 
smells, brother.” 
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